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As I came up fron town yesterday, I saw Henry Herrick out outting up the 
screens on his windows. Henry Herrick is one of the patriarchs of our town--sevent 
five if he is a day, but the spriest little man you ever saw. Spry with his hands 
and spry with his mind. Uncle Ebenezer says he is the perfect walking encyclopedia 
of practical infornation. Certainly he has a store of knowledge stowed away under 
his wisp of white hair--knowledge accuaulated by long exverience and wide reading. 
Nothing gets by Henry. He is up on information both old and new, ready to tell 
how Grandfather Bates used to catch woodchucks or what the specialists are saying 
to-day about bananas for babies. 


When Henry caught sight of me coming up the street, he called, "Good 
morning, Aunt Sammy. The war is on already, you see." 


I was somewhat startled, "War?" JI said. "What war?" 


"The crusade against flies and mosquitos. Generally I'm a peace-loving 
man, Aunt Samiy. But when it cones to certain insects, I'm ready for a fight any- 
time. Yes, indeedy. When it comes to houseflies, for examnle, I'm enlisted 
permanently in a war to destroy their race. And I'm ready for battle from the 
time these enemies appear in the spring until way into the winter when every one 
is dead," 


"You do sound warlike for a May morning," I said. "An experienced can- 
paigner like yourself ought to have a lot of helpful pointers for us housekeepers. 
Most of us spend 5 good deal of the sumzer chasing flies. Any advice frou you as 
to successful methods of warfare would be much appreciated. " 


Henry Herrick looked pleased. He picked up the box he had been standing 
on and placed it carefully in a shady corner of the house. Then he said, "Won't 
you sit down, Aunt Sammy? Now if you really think that anything I could say 
might help you or your friends, I'd be proud to tell you all I know." 


"Thank you. What about starting with some information on screens?" 
"Sereens? They are one of our best methods of defense and protection agains 


these enemies, Prepare your defense carly, I say, and never let the enemy descend 
on you unaware. I don't wait until my wife wails some warm -orning, "Oh dear. 
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My kitchen is just full of flies,! before I get out the screens. Long ago I 
found that it pays to screen every window in the house before fly season starts. 
Nov, as to the details of those screens. Sixteen-mesh screening--that is, screen 
with sixteen strands of wire to the inch, though not so often used as coarser 
mesh, is really best, because it will keep out both flies and most of the smaller 
insects as well. Full-length screens add greatly to summer coxfort for with them * 
windows may be opened at both top and bottom. This gives better ventilation than 
when only half the window can be raised. Is there anything more miserable than 
to have to exist in a stuffy roo~ in hot weather, longing for a breath of air, 
but afraid to throw open the windows top and bottom because outside the flies are 
buzzing merrily by day and the mosquitos are singing by night?" 


"Good durable screen cloth is important when equivping your house with 
screens. Copper screening, though a little higher in price than the other kinds, 
will prove economical in the long run because it is rust-proof and will last many 
years. Steel screen either painted or galvanized, is the least expensive of the 
metal screenings. If it is rubbed with oil before it is stored away in the fall, 
it will give satisfactory service for several seasons. How long it lasts will 
depend upon the clinate. In hunid regions, of course, it will rust more quickly 
than where the climate is dry. 


"Here's a tiv about making screen doors. A rail across the middle of the 
door will help keep the frame rigid. Where the door is likely to be pushed open 
with the foot, a heavy wire grill over the lower part of the door will protect the 
screen. 


ia) 


"But after all, Aunt Sarmy, screens are just one siall detail in the fight 
against flies. “ly papers, poisons, flvtreps and screens are a protection fron 
annoyance and help rid our hones of these pests, but the real way to help matters 
is to wage offensive warfare--to staxp out these creatures by getting rid of 
their breeding places. Absolute cleanliness and the removal or destruction of 
anything in which flies may breed are essential. Once people are educated to the 
danger and learn to find the breeding places, the fly's day of prosperity will 
vanish, 


"Just think, When I was a boy the sound of a fly buzzing was actually 
pleasant to me. It suggested midsuc-er days and all the pleasures that go with 
then. I feel very differently now. I know that every fly that buzzes is a 
menace to health because it carries disease germs directly to our food. I know 
that the very presence of flies indicates uncleanliness and insanitary conditions 
and the improper disposal of substances in which flies breed. 


"Have you heard that the Department of Agriculture in Washington is buildin; 
a giant mechanical fly two feet in height? It will be part of an education ex- 
hibit to show why the housefly is a itenace to health and how it ay be controlled, 
particularly on farzs. his big model fly will be “ade with an electric motor 
inside and will illustrate by characteristic actions, how it carries bacteria fron 
place to place. That's a fime idea,’ I think. Don't you, Sunt Sacmy? If one look 
at that great fly doesn't make any housewife sick to think she ever had such a 
filthy creature in her kitchen, I'll miss -z guess. The body of the fly is 
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covered thickly vith hairs and bristles of varying lengths, and this is especially 
true of the legs. Thus, when it é¢rawls over infected material, it readily picks 
up germs. Later when it visits huzan foods it contaminates thei. Few people 
realize that the fly also carries bacteria in great nwibers in its alinentaty 
canal. When we realize that all flies feed upon the most filthy substances, 

often just before lighting on our food, ~e understand why it is necessary to 
control these pests for the sske of health and sanitation." 


After this long talk I went home determined that I would join the crusaders 
against flies and ready to fight with a vengeance. The more I read and learn about 
flies, the more sure IT am that the fight is valuable to every one of us. Let me 
give you a few facts that I learned from the governzents entomologists in 
Washington who have ~ade a careful investigation of the habits of the fly and 
know what he is up to night and day and winter and suzier. I warn you that it is 
impossible to talk in delicate terms about the habits of the fly. But the truth 
is often valuable, whether it is pleasant or not. 


Flies are responsible for much sickness and manydeaths, for they carry the 
germs of several of our most fatal diseases. Typhoid epidenics have often been 
caused by flies. Flies also may spread cholera, dysentery, enteritis, infantile 
diarrhea, tuberculosis, s7allpox and a host of other diseases. The reason for 
this is that the fly, in all its four stages from the egg to the larva and pupa 
and finally to the adult, thrives in filth. The eggs are frequently deposited in 
manure snd human waste, especially in open closets. Any decaying animal or 
vegetable matter is a suitable place for their growth. The kitchen drain, the 
open cesspool and closet, the barnyard manure pile, the horse stable and the hog- 
pen present entirely new problems to the occupants of the farm home since these 
facts have been known. One neglected :anure pile can furnish enough flies to 
overrun several households all sumcer through. And in the city, one carelessly 
kept garbage pail on the pacit »orch can feed flies from far and near. ALi the 
neighboring fanilies will be the sufferers. 


Can we do anything about it? Plenty. Suzgestions in detail are given in th 


bulletin I spoke of a few minutes ago. If you haven't a copy, write us that you 
want the bulletin on houseflies and we'll send it at once. 


Tomorrow: "Home Canning Hauipment.' 


